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Intariar Dacoratar Sand Dueles warked with
tha hemecwnars, Las and Helen McAuslan, 1o

redusign thair space with a cohasiva schams.
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Many empty nesters living in
their homes for years face the same dilemms upon
retlrement: BB better to move into s smaller,
Bewer home of updite thelr current home Lo suic
their chinging needs?

Tha's exactly the decision Les and Helen
MeAushun had to make last year The couple have
been in thetr Waterloo home for 26 years and they

knew they wene ready foe a change - they just
couldnt decide what

“Wewere Iooking at whether to move or spend
motey on our cureent home and we decided maybe
bringing on 1 professional desigher was the right
iy 1o @ s Helen, whe says she has a ditfiealt
time kmaging hew o space might be transtoemed
but whe really loves bee home and netghbourhned
Thar's why she and Les called Sandl Duclos of
Sandi Loreen Duclos Interiors, whose specilty
lies in reimagining and transtorming homes. Helen
de: v hier as having “a pever-ending viskon.”

“Wereally needed someone 1o be the
guarterhack for the design,” says Helen
i o board mnade the whele process

easier o us.”

Duclos told the MeAws
il a bong wish list, non
atonee They decke

ans that although chey
thing had wo be done
1o ocus on the main level

Fainting this oft-used brick fireplacs complataly
transformad this homa's main lhing spaco. - - A
Avietaga slaigh in bhua ta match the marrtel i Y ;. - of their home: their kitchen, lving room, pows

it

She abao

ddeor acds wintar whingy. . ! rooin, diring peoen and bront enteane
refreshed their master bedroom upst

cinned ou page 52
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feature

Addeng California shurters by First

Class Shutters Inc. on all the windows

e but

v Custom

lighring, some

buallding blocks for the redesign. Se

o repurposed) furniture and accessories

plete the space

The MeAuslans had a carpenter build

fresh whi

Les crys they light 2

o

« per week
“Whenever the MeAuslans can do

SO hemselves, they

Duclos

r example, Les pai

applieel the gold leal 1o the
Riley

mustache pulls on bee dining bulf
Painting Corp. updated the online

hung the wallpaper in the poswder room)
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ABOVE: The seft palatta from the main lewsl cantinues ugstairs in the master bedrooen, which
s tranquil ad corfoetable. LEFT. Tho hoenocwners aed Duelos solocted wallpapor with a bakl
pattarn for the powdar ream.

huad
Frevome so wirm, combortable and uplifting,” says Helen

The powder room abo really pops with blue. Duckos opred wo amp itup wich

wallpaper, a stavem 1 Eresh lighring

rrusted Duclo
“We both peal

“They're ver »saays Duclos, “Is mot a fancy house, but i's homey

and combarthl vho could ek for anything more than that? en
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“She asked us both whar colours our eyes
oo says Helen, Having gone through che
earth tones in previous design schemes she
ik hersell, Helen says she was ready for
sonethung fresher. Duckos suggested she ook
In magazines and ek rooms that appealed
to ke When Helen went hack and reviewed
everything she'd marked, she found she was
drawn toa grey and Blue palerre. Duclos was
off and runming

“Weve done some small changes over the
years,” says Helen, *palnting, new carpets and
s on.” But this was the Bre viee they had
done such a big overhaul of a large spoce.

The MeAusbans dedit want o replace
everything in their home all at once They
winted to work some of thel

sdating
pieces into Doclos's mew design plan and she
helped them do exasctly chat. For example,
they had Acadian Uphalstery & Interiar
reuphalster some chairs the couple already
onwned She found the perfect balance berween
a beauriful pew 5 and something thar
would work for the MeAusdans in their
day-ro-day lives.

The couple removed 2 ratling berween the
kbrchen and living room, as well as widened
the walk-through and added millwork in the
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dining room and kivchen, and all of the other
changes were cosmietic. All of the custom
mkllwoek, trim and moaldings were done by
Sehmidt Custem Carpentry Ine. “Iis o
Fabrly minor change,” says Ducbes, “bur your
cabiniers then look like they po right to the
cetling. [tadds dimensien ™

The kirchen was instantly transformed
when the golden cak cabinerry was patnted
white by Gibsen's Heme Furnishings.
It brightened the space so much that the
backsplash and countertops didet need vo be
replaced. The adjacent breakdast nook ts the
perfect spot o sit down with a moming coffee.

Covtmacdon page 14

TOF MIDDLE:
Winghiack chaks 3t the
front windows face

in towards the dining
room. Tha china cabinet
hare was pairted the
sama as the kitchen
cupboards BOTTOM
MIDDLE: Floating
shalves in the dining
raom ara the perfact
parch for décar and art
that cam b rotated and
changed according to
the seasen, nduding a
chalk board for swest
massages aed quotas.

BELOW: This bruakfast nack o the far sida of the kitchan peniniula & the
pariact spot for a zasual coffas ce brunch with the maorming papar. BOTTOM:
Gk cabinatry in the kichen got a frash coat of whita paint, which was the
Bigaest thanga In th spaca. Tha countartap and backsplash didet nosd to
ba replacad.



